Best wishes to all members of our Choral Society, and their
families and friends.
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This vital
Choral Society event
was held
this year at
Karen and
Ray’s
home in
“Coro”.
Janet and Neville and Francis and Pauline, alcoving (another new verb).

John and Gail Mitchell in conversation with the Moores.

Sisters in song (again). Karen and Nicole performing the grand
finale to another delightful duet.

Jacqui And Helen.

Beauty and the Beast? Dee and Jim.

Auke and Mia duetting (new verb) yet again.
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 John and Auke presenting “We Sail the Ocean,
Blue” from HMAS (sic) Pinafore.
All went well until John hit a
reef note (sic), and Pinafore
and the famous men’s chorus slid unceremoniously
into the murky depths of the
Southern Ocean.
If you’re not yet feeling sea-sic by now you haven’t been reading
carefully.

Late 2019 to early 2020 was a harrowing time for many Aussies.
Major fires in all states caused serious damage to large areas, and
heartache to many.
We decided that we should do our bit to help our affected state people, and in record time, we had a concert organised and ready to go
On Sunday March 15th, we proudly did our bit to help.
We were also concerned that the looming spectre of Covid 19 might
prevent us from being able to perform. Well, the day after our concert, our state government introduced mandatory limits on assemblies.
Many thanks to all who helped get the show on the road: our MD
(Music Director); accompanist, and Publicity Officer (Bill Spraggs)
who cajoled many local businesses to donate money or prizes for our
raffle.

We raised nearly $6000 for bushfire relief: about
half of that by ticket sales, and the other by raffle.
Here, MD Ian, assisted by Secretary Nerelly and
longest-serving member Mia van Balen, draws the
raffle prizes.

John Elliott and younger son, Scott, putting up the allimportant banner for the concert.

Our guest artists, Peter Hopkins (left), and Lincoln Brady (right), gave their
time free of charge, as did our own accompanist , Chris Matters (at left), and
Music Director, Ian Boath.
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Our sunburnt country was in our
minds as we did our bit.

BUSHFIRE RELIEF CONCERT:
OUR DONATION TO THE STURT CFS GROUP
As you'll all remember, we paid $2081 to the Sturt
group on March 23rd, and that that was enough for
them to purchase a field communications unit for one
of their vehicles.
On November 11th (somewhat appropriately Remembrance Day), I visited Fire and Rescue Australia,
Blackwood, on personal business, and met up with
Dale Thompson, who is not only the Manager of that
business, but the Sturt CFS Area Captain.
He told me that his group now had 17 units, and that
the system was expected to be up and running for the
first time within the week.
Each unit has an inbuilt GPS, voice, email and data
system, which is linked via 3G, 4G or 5G to a central
control Kiosk. Backup is via the GRN (Government
Radio Network).
All vehicle locations and status are displayed on a
large screen at the kiosk.

Three very happy people! Bill (Publicity Officer), Dale,
and President Nicole with that cheque.

On the Wednesday following our
Bushfire Benefit Concert, the choir met
to decide on how to conduct itself during the newly-imposed restrictions.
We agreed to suspend rehearsals until
restrictions were lifted.
Starting the following week, Nicole
began a weekly publication to keep the
choir members in touch.
The “Choir Chronicle” was an immediate success, and sold out every week.
Favourite articles were “Vicarious
Travel Weekly”; “Getting to Know
You” (where we got to know various
choir members); tall stories, and some
serious articles on music and composers.
Many of us were downcast when the
restrictions were lifted on October 13,
and publication ceased immediately.
It was a great concept, and a great
success in keeping our spirits up.
Thanks Nicole.
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Rehearsals were
moved to St Therese
School in Colonel
Light Gardens, as it’s
a larger venue than
our regular hall, and
has good ventilation,
too.
Thanks to Nicole for
arranging use of the
hall.

Karen temperature –
testing Keith.
We practised not only
good singing but
proper Covid-19
procedures.
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Pauline reluctantly announced her retirement from the Choral Society at the rehearsal.
She had been the principal alto for many years, but ill-health was now preventing
her from singing.

Former President, John Mitchell paying tribute to
Pauline’s contribution to the Choral Society as a
singer, assistant conductor, and pianist.

Chatting with our Music Director, Ian Boath.

ROTARY CLUB DINNER
At the Belair Country Club,
April 2017.
Pauline performing a miracle,
perched on two wobbly
chairs, and watching Music
Director Lesley Lewis through
a mirror, (and Pauline kept
smiling all the way through!)

Pauline presenting “Now the
guns Have Stopped” from Karl
Jenkins’ “The Armed Man”, at
our October 2018 Concert.
She had the perfect voice and
presentation for this haunting
song.
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FOOTNOTE: At the Choral Society’s AGM, Pauline received a
presentation folder to commemorate her time with the Choral
Society.

MOST TRAVELLED—THE MITCHELLS :
Gail and John at Cape York. York and Eborac Islands in the background. It is one of the most
remote spots in our country, and our most intrepid travellers have nailed it.

DIRTIEST KNEES
Accompanist Chris and assistant
Custard in his garden.
Custard does most of the digging,
but for pruning, he
doesn’t always cut it.
(Apols for the mangled metaphor— the cliché is cut the mustard, of course, but mutt the
Custard is the closest I can think
of ATM.)

KEENEST WEED-PULLER
One of our very active members is Vaike:
Not only is she an accomplished soprano, she plays
the cello in the Burnside Orchestra, and is a long-time
member of Trees for Life, Bushcare, and Friends of
the Belair National Park.
On October 27, this year, she was presented with an
award for 20 years devotion to the latter.
She states that she has lost count of how many weeds
that she’s pulled, but considers that her work has enabled many delicate native plants that might never
have had the chance, to come to fruition.
7

The venue for our virtual concert was organised at short notice by a small group of “phone-arounders” Ian, Phil and Nicole. The outcome (Saint John’s Grammar School Chapel). was most satisfactory.

Placing the ladies on the stage, with requisite spacing, while the men-folk wait their turn.
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Performing again at last—a wonderful experience.

(Photo Michael Storer).
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Our “Maybe” Concert

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year: may it be a
brighter one than 2020!
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